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DELTA’S MOST UNWANTED 

68,000 acres of Delta & Tributaries 

Parks is lead agency to cooperate with federal, state and local 

agencies to control: 

Water hyacinth Egeria densa Spongeplant Curlyleaf pondweed 



PROJECT AREA:  

SACRAMENTO-

SAN JOAQUIN 

DELTA & 

TRIBUTARIES 

3 



4 

 

SOUTHERN SITES 

 



Mission 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 

 Control program, not an eradication program 

 Permissive, not mandatory program 

 Control and manage invasive aquatic plants for:  

 

 

Public Health 

 

 

Economy 

 

 

Environment 



ENDANGERED/THREATENED  SPECIES  

Giant Garter Snake 

Delta Smelt 

Delta Steelhead 

Chinook Salmon 

VELB 



INTEGRATED CONTROL STRATEGY 
FLOATING AND SUBMERSED VEGETATION 

Decision Support Tools 

Chemical Treatments 

Mechanical Harvesting 

Biological Controls 

Manual Removal 

Mapping  



WATER QUALITY MONITORING 

Herbicide residues 

Temperature 

Conductivity 

Salinity 

pH 

Dissolved Oxygen 

Turbidity 
 



2015 TREATMENTS 

WATER HYACINTH ACREAGE 



  

WE’VE DONE A LITTLE BETTER 

                    1st Quarter 2016 Report Card 
 
Floating Aquatic Vegetation   
Water Hyacinth & Spongeplant 

 Began Treatments March 10 across Delta 
 61 sites, 107 applications (412 acres) 
 Efficacy - moderate to high 

 Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (17 weeks) 
 Egeria Densa & Curly Leaf Pondweed 

 Began Treatments March 9 across Delta 
 22 sites, 46 applications (2,273 acres) 
 Efficacy - moderate to high 

 



WHY COULD NEXT YEAR BE BETTER? 

New and More Resources 

Growing partnerships 

New Smarter Approaches 
 

 

 



SAME RULES APPLY 



SAME RULES APPLY 



SAME RULES 

STILL APPLY 



 

 

MORE RULES 

 



STILL MORE RULES 

 



STILL MORE RULES 

 



STILL MORE RULES 

 



WHAT’S DIFFERENT THIS YEAR? 

More and Better Resources 

7 of 8 new field staff 

3 New Environmental Scientists 

1 New Toxicologist 

4 new boats, 4 new trucks 

4 year harvesting contract 

 

 

 





LEVERAGING PARTNERSHIPS 

 

STATE 

 

Water Resources/Parks 

Fish &Wildlife/Agriculture/ 

Delta Protection Commission/ 

Delta Stewardship Council/     

Delta Conservancy 

 

LOCAL 

 

Agricultural Commissioners 

County Sheriffs/Vector Control 

Districts/Reclamation Districts/ 

Water Purveyors 

FEDERAL 

 

Agriculture/Commerce/Interior/ 

Homeland Security/Army/NASA 



GROWING PARTNERSHIPS   

$300,000 to study cleaner treatment 

alternatives 

New California Conservation Corps 

contract to augment treatments 

Proactive outreach for Quagga grant 

awards 

 



TWICE DAILY PATROL 

 



ENGAGING ALL PARTNERS 



EXPANDING PARTNERSHIPS    

 Pix of spoils at Delta Meadows 



WORKING SMARTER 



WORKING SMARTER    

 



 



EMERGING BAD ACTORS 

Fanwort Eurasian water 

milfoil 

Waterprimrose Coontail 

Pennywort 



SIGN UP FORWEEKLY CONTROL NOTICES 



 
OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

1. Learn to recognize invasive aquatic plants 

 

2. Visit Parks-DBW website http://dbw.parks.ca.gov 

 

3. Report Invasive Aquatic Plant Problems 
 AIS@parks.ca.gov with pictures and site information or 1-888-

326-2822 

 

4. Participate in new Biological Assessment Process 
 Tell us how you would like us to communicate with you on this. 

 


